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1 . THE PRIME MINISTER HAD A BAD COLD AND APPARENTLY SOME 
SKIN PROBLEM LATE LAST WEEK AND EARLY THIS WEEK. SHE 
REPORTEDLY LOOKED HAGGARD AND WORN WHEN WESTERN 
CORRESPONDENTS SAW HER AT A GATHERING OF HER SUPPORTERS 
ON FEB 2, AND THIS ALSO WAS EVIDENT IN PRESS PHOTOS 

ON THAT OCCASION. EMBASSY FSL WHO SAW HER SEVERAL TIMES 
ADDRESSING CROWDS OUTSIDE HER HOUSE FEB 3 NOTED THAT SHE 
SEEMED MUCH BETTER THEN, IN GOOD SPIRTIS. POLCOUNSELOR 
SHOOK HANDS WITH HER EARLY LAST WEEK WHEN POLISH FIRST 
SECRETARY GIEREK ARRIVED AT AIRPORT AND WAS STRUCK BY 
HOW WELL AND "BLOOMING' 1 MRS GANDHI LOOKED ON THAT 
OCCASION. 

2. WE HAVE NOTICED OVER LAST FEW YEARS THAT THERE ARE 
SHARP VARIATIONS IN MRS GANDHI S PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
DEPENDING ON HER MOODS, HER HEALTH, AND THE DEGREE OF 
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STRAIN SHE IS UNDER. THIS MAY REFLECT HER UNDERLYING 
HUMAN PERVERSITY. EARLY IN EMERGENCY PERIOD, FOR EXAMPLE, 

SHE WAS CLEARLY UNDER GREAT PRESSURE AND THIS SHOWED IN 
DARK CIRCLES UNDER HER EYES, MARKED RECURRENCE OF AN 
EYE TWITCH TO WHICH SHE HAS LONG BEEN SUBJECT, AND A 
GENERALLY DRAWN APPEARANCE. THIS FADED BY THE FALL OF 
1975 AND HER GENERAL APPEARANCE HAS BEEN ONE OF GOOD 
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HEALTH AND CERTAINLY ENORMOUS ENERGY. SHE MAINTAINS AN 
INCREDIBLE SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND TRAVEL, AND LAST 
WEEK DANCED WITH GROUPS OF FOLKDANCERS IN DELHI. 

3. RUMORS ABOUT HER HEALTH ARE BOTH RECURRENT AND 
UNCONFIRMABLE; THEY VARY FROM STORIES OF URINARY AND 
BLADDER PROBLEMS TO BREAST AND OTHER FORMS OF CANCER, 
AND PSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS. WE HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO EVID- 
ENCE AT THIS TIME THAT ANY OF THESE ARE WELL FOUNDED 
OR THAT MRS GANDHI’S ACTIONS OR POLICIES ARE BEING 
DICTATED BY HEALTH PROBLEMS OR FEARS OF HER IMMINENT 
MORTALITY. SHE IS, HOWEVER, 59 AND AT SOME POINT ONE 
OR MORE OF HE RUMORS MAY BECOME REALITY. 
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